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INTERNATIONAL 
/  Milestone 

Last  week  pasM-d  I  he  x'rond  anniver- 
>ar>'  of  Munich:  Sepl,  ;(>, 

(Three  Against  the  U.  S. 

The  murninK  of  Sepl.  a;,  1^40  A.[)., 
which  curre)i|K)nd>  to  ihe  iHih  year  of 
the  Fascist  Era  and  the  15th  year  of 
Showa  I  the  reiKn  of  Japan's  Emperor 
Hirohiloi.  dawned  clear  and  c|uiei  in  lier- 
lin.  There  had  been  no  air  raid  the  nifchi 
before  and  His  Excellency  Senor  Don 
Ramon  Serrano  SuAer.  S|>ain'.<  Minister 
of  Government  and  Falanftisl  I’arty  La^ad- 
er  had  had  a  Rood  niRhi's  sleep.  Don 
Ramon,  who  had  been  a  visitor  in  Kerlin  ' 
for  nearly  three  weeks,  had.  as  usual,  vers- 
little  to  do.  He  took  a  stroll  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Chancellery  and  on  the  way  he 
ran  into  a  phalanx  of  plum-cheeked  school 


was  any  memiK-r  of  the  diplomatic  corfi-' 
except  slim,  suave  S.iburo  Kurusu.  who! 
reprirsrnts  Ja|>an  in  Berlin  and  has  a  N.ui- 
I  phohe  American  wife,  just  outside  a  tloorj 
that  leads  to  the  oflices  of  .Adolf  Hitler  a 
lonR  table  had  lieen  placed.  .Ambassador 
Kurusu  sat  there,  as  did  Count  Ci.ino  and 
Herr  von  Riblientrop.  Before  them,  on 
the  table,  lay  a  thin  document  in  triplicate. 

At  precisely  t:i5  o'clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  PoreiRn  .Minister  von  Riblw-ntrop 
scrawled  his  siRnature  ,it  the  iMittom  of  the 
first  copy  of  the  document,  addre-sed  him¬ 
self  to  du|ilicate  .ind  triplicate.  Count 
Ciano  followed  him  and  .Ambasvidor  Ku- 
rusu  siRned  last.  I'he  siRninR  tmik  two 
minute's.  As  Ambassador  Kurusu  laid  down 
his  |ien  the  dour  In-hind  him  opened.  With 
a  nervous,  catlike  walk  .Adolf  Hitler  came 
in.  He  shiMik  hands  with  the  Italian  and 
Japanese  emissaries,  .sit  down  next  to 
Ciano.  Joachim  von  Riblientrop  stood  up 


ClANCI,  RiBBEN'TROP  A.VD  Kt'ltrst'  l\  llEIILtN 
".To  Mp  firing  pi-an-  to  Ifn-  vorhf." 


children,  each  carrs  inR  three  paix-r  flaR.s— 
German.  Italian  and  Japanese.  They  were 
on  their  way  to  the  Chancellery  to  wel¬ 
come  Italy's  PoreiRi)  Minister.  Count 
Galeauo  Ciano. 

Dun  Ramon  was  not  sur)irised  to  sc*e  the 
llaRs  the  children  carried,  but  news|iaper 
corres(>ondents  were.  For  a  fortniRht  they 
h.id  lieen  U-d  to  expect  that  the  liiR  Axis 
cloinRs  which  were  obviously  underway  had 
to  d<>  with  Don  Ramiin's  country.  While- 
German  PoreiRn  .Minister  Joachim  von 
Riblientrop  conferred  with  Count  Ciano 
and  Benito  Mussolini  in  Rome  they  had 
tiled  PoreiRn-Oftice-inspired  disiMtrhes 
almut  Axis  desiRiis  on  Gibraltar,  on  the 
Near  East,  on  .Africa — but  hardly  a  line 
.iImiuI  the  Par  East.  This  morninR  they 
learned  that  they  had  iH-rn  thorouRhly 
hoaxed.  Lt-an.  hollow-eyed  Don  Ramon  had 
lic-rn  |iosic-d  in  Berlin  .as  a  scarecrow  to 
kc-ep  them  out  of  the  Axis  chicken  yard 
until  another  lutch  of  c-rrs  had  hatched. 

''  When  the  correstKindents  were  admittc-d 
to  the  vast  Hall  of  Ambassadors  in  the 
Chanceller>-.  they  tibser\’c-d  that  Don  Ra¬ 
mon  Serrano  Sunc-r  was  not  there.  Neither 


and  throueli  a  li.lttery  of  microphones 
proccH-ded  to  tell  the  world  that  Japan  h.id 
joined  the  Axis. 

1  "New  Order  of  Things."  The  aerc-e- 
Imenl  contained  only  411)  weirds,  consisted 
of  a  preamble  and  six  -hori  art  ides.  The 
I preamble  was  Inimliastic.  the  articles  curt 
[clear,  complete.  Excerpts: 

f'rriimfilr;  "The  Governments  of  C.er- 
many,  Italy  and  Ja|Mn  .  .  .  have  dc-cideil 
to  stand  by  and  coo|ierate  with  one  an- 
pother  in  rc-Rard  to  their  efforts  in  ('ireater 
|East  Asia  and  rc-Riuns  of  Euro|K-  res|H'c- 
|tivc-ly.  wherein  it  is  their  prime  pur|Mise  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  new  order  of 
thinRs  calculatc-d  to  promote  and  maintain 
the  mutual  pros|H‘rity  and  welfare  of  the 
|H-oples  ciincernc-d.  ...  ’ 

Artiffi-  !:  "Ja|i:in  recoRnizesandres|H-cts 
the  leadership  of  (•c-rmany  and  Italy  in 
the  cstahlishment  of  a  new  order  in  Euro|K-. 

Arliftr  II;  "Germany  and  Italy  recoR- 
nize  and  rrs|ircl  Ihe  leadership  of  Ja|ian  in 
the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  Great¬ 
er  East  Asia. 

Arlitir  III:  "Germany,  Italy  and  Japan 
.  .  .  undertake  to  assist  one  another  with 


all  iMihtual.  economic  and  mihtarx  mc-.in- 
!  when  one  of  the  threv  contr.ictioR  power- 
I  Is  .ittacked  by  a  |iciwer  .it  pre-c-nl  nol  i:i. 

I  volved  in  the  Euro|M'.in  w.ir  or  the  Chiiie-e- 
y  J.ip.inese  conllic  t. 

I  Arlidi  /r.  'With  the  view  lo  imple- 
meiiliiiR  the  present  p.ict.  joint  technic.il 
commissions.  memiH'rs  of  whoh  .ire  to  In- 
\  apIMiinted  by  the  res|K-c'tive  Rocernment- 
I  of  Germany.  Italy  and  J.ip.in.  will  meei 
without  delay. 

Arliflf  I'.-  "Germ.iny.  It.ily  .ind  J.ip.ni 

.ilhrm  that  the  afores.itd  terms  do  not  in 
any  way  affect  the  |Militic.il  statu-  which 
exists  at  present  iH-lweeii  e.nh  ot  ib.- 
three  contr.ictmR  parties  and  >o\iel  Kii-. 
sia. 

'  Artifh-  VI:  "The  present  |i.ict  .  .  .  -B.dl 
I  rent.iin  in  force  ten  ve.irs.  .  .  .  The  hiu'li  ! 
I  contr.ictinR  |t.iriies  shall  .it  the  rei|uest  of 
aiic  of  them  enter  into  neRoti.ilioiis  lor 
.  its  renewal."  . 

T  250.000,000  Sfrong.  While  Adolf  Hii-  / 

I  ler  Riowered  at  the  table  lop.  Joachim  von  |  j 
!  RibU-nirop  l.iunched  into  a  s|H-ech  which  I  M 

I  made  clearer  than  crysi.il  a  fact  that  w  i- 1  ^ 

1  rysial-cie.ir  already  the  irc-aiy  wa-  an  al-j 
liance  aR.iinsi  the  1'.  .s.  Cric-d  he  i 

"The  |i.icl  cchich  h.is  luvn  siRned  i-  a  M 
'military  alliance  Ih-Iwcvii  three  ul  the  j 

|miRhiies|  .state-  on  e.irih.  ...  It  i-  to  M 

'  help  to  briiiR  (h-.icc-  lo  the  worlJ  a-  i|uii  kl>  V 

a-  |His,i|ile . \n\  si.iie,  should  it  h.ir  ^ 

I  Inir  the  intention  of  mi.xinR  in  the  liii.il 
-phase  of  the  -olulion  of  ilie-e  problems  in 
j  KurojK-  or  K.isiern  .A-ia.  or  .iii.ukiiiR  one 
yM.ile  siRiialory  to  ihi-  lhree-|Hiwer  pol 
1  cvill  h.ice  lo  i.ike  on  the  enure  coiiceii 
I  I  rated  niiuhi  of  ihrc-e  n.ition-  cciili  more  A 
J  than  .-^0  000.000  1nh.1b11.1iU2.' .  _  ^ 

T^'Ti.il  nerhiaii) .  llalc  .iiid  Ja|c.in  had  a 

s.iid  to  the  1.  was  -iniply  this  if  the  1 

I'.  S.  join-  Brii.Vin  in  the  Kp<'o|HMn  w.ir.  J 

Japan  will  .11  lack  rb  the  l*^prffu  .  if  the  1 

interferes  ni  the  (Vnoisc-  war  or  trie-  lo  ,  I 
-lop  Japanese  e>u><<Tfcion.  Gemi.ilic  .ilid 
Italy  will  aiiacJOn  |V-  .Allanlic.  If  the  j 

I',  .-s.  can  Iv.TriRhieneilVilo  i-ol.iiion.  ihe  ^ 

Rome-Berlin-Tokyo  .A\i\  think-  it  c.iii 
. lUikJ.be- -lUuish  Empire  to  pitj e-. 

No  bombshell  ihrouRh  the  rcioToTThe 
I',  .-s.  Stale  I)e|Kirimeni  w.i-  tin-  ire.ilc. 
S-crelarv  of  Sl.ile  Cordell  Hull  l.uoiiicallc 
ob-ercc-d  ih.ii  11  was  merely  another  brick  n. 
in  the  structure  of  .iiili-i'.  S.  JaiMiiesc-  W  ' 
foreiRii  jMclicy.  which  he  apparent l\  h.nl  lj|L 
des|i:iired  of  alleriiiR  a-  loiiR  .iro  a-  iii;ii.  VL- 
But  noliody  could  deny  that  the  lre.1l> 

'was  a  diplomatic  defeat  for  the  C.  S.. 
which  for  the  lir-i  time  in  its  hi-iorc  w.i-  . 
now  encircled  by  enemies.  _  — — - -  J 

Prom  the  siand|Hiinl  of  ihiwct  politic- 
the  jiaci  amounted  to  raisiiiR  Ihe  .iiile  in 
the  ho|K-  of.  friRhieniiiR  the  C.  S.  into 
droiuiiiiR  its  hJt^d  -o  ^e  .Axis  could  r.ike 
in  the  |Mit.  But  if  IhyAxis  ho|H-d  to  friRhi- 
ell  the  C.  S.  out  of  ^(M^ylhiiiR-shurl-uf- 
war  jMilicy  of  hedpinR  Gneal  Britain,  it  c 
had  almost  crrl:^ly  faiU-^.->incc-  C.  S. 
security  in  Ihe  j^llantic — hence  liUrly  lo 
maintain  her  PIc-el  in  Ihe  Pacilic  — deiH  iid- 

I'lMI  .  (  »cIiiIh  I  7.  l'»li» 
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■•ii  ihi-  llriii'li  lliri.  ihv  I'.  S.  ti(ul<l  Mow 
(III  no  li''«  ih.iM  hrl|>  llriljin  morv. 

Th«  Gambia.  Kvt-r  'intr  the  wjr 
tfiri.viny  lu'  irii-d  lo  liriiiic  in  J.i|i.iii  on 
lii  r  side.  I.ilrly  I'.  S.  .lid  to  (irvai  llrii.iin 
li.i«  In’I'Ii  .III  ii'i  riM'iiiK  iiu-n.itc  lo  Imt- 
iii.iiiy.  iiiontli  .iL'o  Crrin.iiiy  Im'i:.iii  inii- 
liiiK  liiMvy  |irr*'iirf  on  J.i|i.iii.  Dm-  oi  joi- 
(him  von  KililH-niro|r>  •in.irt  ioul’Ii 


Kvxov  Si  iinii.K 
•//•■  uortnl. 

\ount!  nirii  llrinrnli  \on  .''l.ilinii'r.  uinl 
lo  .Mii'.iiin,  iiilil  jo>i'|ili  M.iliii  '  likin  Mo- 
liilov  wli.ii  w.i-.  .iiooi  .iiul  I'oniiniii’ii  on  lo 
Tokyo.  Tlirri'  In-  w.i*  known  ;i»  Iot- 
in.iiiyV  in.i'krd  '|H‘^i.il  l•n\oy.■  N’r.irix 
I’wry  d.iy  liv  wnii  io  mt  N'o'iikr  .M.ii'ii- 
ok.i.  J.iikinV  .iinliitiou'.  il.irini:  rori’ii;n 
.Miiii>lfr  who  ihr  l>.iiklMinr  oi  I'rriniiT 
rriiiif  I'liinini.iro  Konoyc. 

(ii'riininv  iirnlrd  J.i|i,in.  iioi  only  lo  ir\ 
lo  Ill-Ill r.ili/f  ihi-  T.  Inn  lo  ihrr.iti-n  ilu- 
I'.ir  K.i'trrii  11.111  oi  tin-  llrni'li  Kin|iirr 
Sinii.i|Hiri-.  Iloni;  Koni;  Aii'tr.ili.i  NVu 
/i-.il.iiul.  I'orricn  Mini'irr  .M.it-.iiok.i  U-- 
lii-Vril  J.ip.in  loiilil  i!.inililr  on  I  •i-rin.iliv'.. 
winiiiiiK  ilii-  w.ir  U-iori-  ilu-  I'.  S.  w.i-. 
ri-.idy.  willini;.  or  .ildr  lo  join  up  .ic.iiii'l 
iln-  .-Xxi-  in  World  W.ir  II.  .\iiir  i\\o 
wi-i-k»  oi  .iruiiini-nl  In-  won  on-r  I'riinr 
Konoyi-  .mil  I  In-  Kni|N'ror. 

Wbaf  It  Eotl  Atio?  J.ip.iir<  ciin«  from 
I  III-  In-.ily  wrn-  iiol  -o  oliviou*  .i>  llnoi-  oi 

10- ini.iny  ,ind  ll.ily.  .\nd  J.ip.nr>  ri'ks  wi-ri* 
un-.iii-r.  Hill  ii  ilu-  T.  S.  i»  ki-pi  imni  i-i- 

11- ilivi-  .11  lion  in  ilu-  I'.ir  K.i'l.  J.ip.in  iii.iy 
rvi-niti.illy  n-.di/i-  lur  K.i-l  .\«i.in  dn-.ini. 
I..i>l  wri-k  no  .iiiilioriMtivi-  'luiki'iii.iii 
would  drinu-  ilu-  trrni  lln-.ili-r  K;i'l  .\'i.i. 
lull  ilu-  ni-w>.|i.i|N-r  .Xii'lii  Xit-lii.  whiili 
oili-ii  '|H-.ik'  wiili  .iiiiliorily.  dri-w  its 
l■ollnd.lril■<  in  .in  .iiliili-  l.ist  niontli.  .s.nd 
.V/i  III  .Y/i  III 

■’ll  i»  lioiind  on  ilu-  wr«i  liy  .1  lontinii- 
oils  tli.ini  oi  inoiini.iiiis  ioriiiiiu;  .1  lin-.il 
liiiidr."  Tr.iiini;  lliis  ih.ini  ot  inounl.iiii' 
iroiii  Ilu-  lii-riiu;  .''Ir.iil  soiilliwi-stw.ird  to 

Tl  Ml .  I  h  loluT  7.  l‘MII 


itn-  .\nlii.in  S-j.  Xnlii  Xirlu  drew-  a  lim- 
whiili  .ilmosi  toincidi-s  with  ihr  frontiers 
oi  -'ilu-n.i.  civini;  J.i|i.in's  (irealer  K.-isl 
\si.i  .dl  oi  C'hm.i.  I'n-nch  Indo-Chin.i, 
Si. nil  liurnu  .ind  Indi.i.  The  I'oasi  line  of 
K.is|  .\s|.i,  ..lid  Xiflii  Xiflii,  extend,  "from 
N'orilu-rn  .Viptnin  southward  lo  lndone>i.i, 
ilu-ii  wi-siw.ird  to  Ceylon.  Asia's  hi.lory- 
•how.  how  lone  there  li.is  lu-en  inlerioursi- 
■  lone  this  lo.'isi  line.  No  m.Hter  how  we 
look  .ii  this  K.is|  .\si.i.  ii  is  a  natural  and 
1110-11.0  11110  unit." 

lit  lore  einli.irkine  on  a  |Mi|iliial  lour'i- 
wli.  Ii  iii.iv  yel  lirine  war  with  ihe  C.  .S.. 
Iipm  look  one  l.ist  look  iMikward.  I'or- 
eit-n  I  Mine  s|Hikesnien  .[Mike  reerelfully  of 
I  .  .-s.  host  liny  lo  Jap.iiu-'e  aim.,  of  eon- 
tiinied  pri-s'iin-  lulmin.itine  in  last  week's 
eiiihireo  oi  strap  iron  I »-•-  p.  iit,  ja|Kin 
I'  'I  ill  iioi  .di.indoiiiiie  ho|H-  oi  iniprovine 
rilnioiis  with  the  C.  S..  said  the  Foreien 


Knxov  Stkimixkut 
//«-  iiioitioiiid. 


iiii'ue's  .S|kike'ni.ni  No.  1.  .liehilx'  eiuk- 
exe«|.  deiniilely  |Hi|M-xed  .xx.irl.  s{|u.il  Va* 
kiihiro  Sum.i. 

In  Moicow  the  text  oi  ihe  treaty  xvas 
dicesled  for  hour,  lu-iore  its  text  xvas 
puhlished.  .Not  until  three  days  after  it 
was  sieiied  did  I'rinda  offer  the  skimpy 
lommeni  that  Russia  had  knoxvn  almut  it 
in  .idv.inee. 

Russia,  lone  the  most  haled  nation  in  , 
Ihe  world  iK-e.ime  liy  virtue  of  the  Ireaiy 
Ihe  most  sonchi-afier  |)owcr  in  Ihe  world. 
C.  S.  .Ainh.’iss.idor  Liurenie  Sieinh.irdl. 
xxho  h.id  x.it.ilioned  in  the  C.  S.  while  the 
treaty  w.i.  U-iiie  looked  up  paid  .1  hur¬ 
ried  tall  on  I'oreicn  Coniniissar  \'iaihes|.iv 
.Midoiov.  Ilritisli  .Xmh.issador  Sir  Slaiiord 
Cripps  eo|  lui.y.  J.i|>aneH-  .\iiilMssador 
X'oshiisncii  T.iiek.ixva.  xvho  hale.  Com- 
inunisis  hut  love,  the  "simple,  pure- 
inindt-d  Russian.."  eoiiferred  with  Cernian 
.\nih.issador  Count  Friedrich  Werner  von 
der  Sihuleiilnire  aluiut  the  non-.ieeres.ion 
treaty  J.ip.in  ho|»es  lo  iieeoiiate  with  the 


C.  S.  S.  R.  to  nfeguard  her  northern 
frontier  while  she  conquers  Greater  E.1SI 
Asia.  Comrades  Stalin  h  Moloiox-  said  noth- 
ine.  Well  they  know-  that,  while  Russia's  in¬ 
terests  lie  xviih  a  viciorx-  of  the  London- 
Washington  .Axis,  the  lU-rlin-'Tokyo  .Axis 
has  the  C.  S.  S.  R.  also  encircled. 

As  Foreign  Minister  Molotov  prepared 
lo  confer  xvith  Germany's  Rihlu-ntrop. 
llerlin  let  it  he  knoxvn  that  in  the  rtew 
world  Germany  hopes  to  create.  Russia 
would  hax-c  her  sphere  cf  inllueiue.  'Fhis 
sphere  would  lie  lietwecn  German  Furo|M- 
and  Jn|>anese  East  Asia,  but  its  exact 
luiundaries  were  not  marked.  Russia  diu-s 
and  must  always  fear  German  expansion 
eastward  more  than  anylhinR  else,  and  it 
was  douhii'ul  last  week  if  anyihini;  Joa- 
ihim  von  Rihlu-ntrop  could  say  or  siftn 
would  reassure  Comrade  Stalin  on  that 
|Hiini.  ilesi  lu-i  xvas  that  Ru.sia  would 
contir.ue  to  play  hall  xvith  the  .Axis  against 
Great  Britain  for  self-protection,  hut 
would  st.ind  ready  to  change  sides  if  ever 
Britain  and  the  I*.  S.  ap|H-ared  aluiui  lo 
win  the  game. 

What  of  China?  If  Russia  and  Jafian 
can  r»-ach  an  .igreement  on  spheres  of 
inilueiice  in  China.  China  may  find  her- 
H-lf  I’oland.  But  if  Russia  continues  lo 
send  supplies  to  the  Chinese.  China  max- 
gain  hy  the  pact.  Last  xveek  the  C.  S.  •  I 
gave  China  a  $;5.ooo.ooo  credit,  and 
Britain  xvill  doubtless  reopen  the  Burma 


p;> 


FngEir.X  Mi.mster  MaTSI'OKA 
//(•  gambled. 

Road.  Both  Britain  and  the  C.  S.  noxv 
des|u-raiely  need  China's  aid  in  keeping 
Ja|>an  loo  busy  lo  .spread  out  into  the 
East  Indies. 

"The  turning  point  of  history"  xvas 
wh.il  JaiMii's  1‘rincr  Konoye  railed  the 
treaty.  Reactions  throughout  Ihe  world 
showed  that  this  might  lu-  true.  To  China 
a  C.  S.-Japanese  war  ap|H-arrd  ineviiahle. 
To  SjMin  the  C.  S.  seemed  faci-d  xvith  a 
dilemma:  inierxeiie  immediately  or  alwn- 
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INTERNATIONAL 
Thunder  in  the  East 

The  Alliance  was  one  week  old 

la'I  week.  The  rapilals  of  the  world  had 
had  lime  to  diKC't  it,  to  react.  The  reat- 
tions  were  various.  raneinR  from  frank 
jiiliilalion  in  Berlin  and  Kome  to  London's 
ttrim  decision  to  reo|H'n  the  Burma  Road 
in  the  face  of  .a  miiltered  Ja|)aiU">e  threat 
that  this  would  hrini;  w.ir.  I'rom  Mos¬ 
cow,  whf're  the  halanie  of  world  jKover 
now  lies,  there  was  no  news. 

Washinuion  still  held  to  its  tortuous 
course  midway  iH-lween  a|i|M-:i'ement  and 
.ution.  while  the  Navy  iuhed  for  a  go  at 
ihe  little  yellow  men  in  their  hif!  boats 
I  «  >'  p.  .\s  Usual  r.  S.  inililic  o|iininn 
was  slow  to  react,  because  its  leaders  had 
as  yet  to  give  it  clue  or  rue.  The  State  De- 
IMrlment..  in  this  month  Iwfore  election, 
w.is  even  charier  than  usual  of  takinic  a 
firm  si.ind  until  it  knew  what  the  reaction 
was.  But  in  Tokyo,  where  the  Clovem- 
meni  not  only  informs  hut  makes  public 
opinion,  there  were  many  signs  that  Japan 
intended  to  force  Ihe  I'.  S,  to  lake  its 
stand.  Evers'  official  and  semi-offirial 
siMikesman  who  ofiened  his  mouth — and 
the  Japanese  talked  plenty  last  week — let 
it  lie  known  that  Ja|)an  considers  the 
|■asris|  .-Mliance  a  challenge  to  the  U.  S. 

I'irsl  official  to  sound  off  was  Foreign 
Minister  Yosuke  Matsuoka.  who  has  a  hig 
reputation  for  talking.  In  an  interview- 
given  to  International  News  Ser\-icc's 
Larry  Smith,  the  Foreign  Minister  was 
i|uoied  ns  follows; 

"Japan  will  he  cnm|ielled  to  fight  the 
I'niii-d  Stales  if  our  sister  nation  on  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  enters  the  war  in 
Kurn|ie.  I  iling  this  challenge  to  America: 
If  she  in  her  contentment  is  going  to 
blindly  and  stubbornly  stick  to  Ihe  status 
i/iio  in  Ihe  Pacific,  then  we  will  tight 
America.  For  it  would  lie  better  to  perish 
than  In  maintain  Ihe  status  quo. 

"I  have  always  considered  .^merica  my 
second  home  land.*  I  ha\e  always  known 
the  .American  |)eople  a*  a  gocnl  and  decent 
IH-ople.  so  it  grieves  me  to  realize  that  to¬ 
day  .America  is  Ihe  mo'l  unprogre>sive 
nation  on  earth.  ...  It  is  nice  for  Ihe 
I'niled  Stales  to  say  that  we  mu'l  settle 
everx'thing  |ieacefully.  but  if  we  wait  for 
America  we  must  iwrish  in  the  years  of 
wailing.  So  I  s.iy  to  America;  Now  is  the 
lime  for  action,  and  Jajwn  will  nut  hesitate 
when  its  hour  arrives." 

ft  was  not  until  two  days  later,  after 
Washington  had  unofficially  called  Ihe  in¬ 
terview  an  insult,  that  Foreign  .Minister 
Matsuoka  decided  that  |Hrha|>s  he  had 
talked  Km)  much.  The  Ja|ianese  Foreign 
Office  explained  that  .Mr.  .Matsuoka  h.id 
O  Vn.iike  Mal-unka  (r,Kfii.ilr<l  from  Ihe  I'nl- 
versil)-  of  Oo'Kon  Law  ScIhmiI  in  looo.  fus  been 
n  loyal,  <liH  «.|>aylni  member  of  Ihenremn  .Mumni 
AsMiriallon  lor  ro  years.  This  week  in  a  "reporr 
to  my  .Alma  .Mater"  in  Ihe  alumni  maaaiine.  he 
wrote  fnlioal)  o(  Ja|Kine>«  aim.  in  |N4iir.  mean- 
inales.  laaliiuih's. 
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In-en  talking  off  the  record  to  a  '  magazine 
artist."  gave  its  "official"  version  oi  the 
interview  ; 

"The  Ire.iiy  .|M-aks  for  itself.  Japan 
would  have  to  light  .America  if  .America  ' 
entered  the  Kiiro|K'an  War.  But  lb. it  i-  an  j 
cveiilualily  that  1  .sbudder  even  to  ibink/, 
V  of.  "  ■  ' 

Ne.\i  s|H'aker  to  lake  the  stump  wa. 
sleepy-eyed  Premier  Prince  Fumimaro 
Konove  himself.  Said  he:  "Shoultl  the 
I'niled  Stales  refuse  to  under-taml  the 
real  intention  of  Japan,  tienn.iny  and 
Italy,  and  |K-r'i'l  in  challenging  them  in 
Ihe  iH'lief  that  the  |>.ict  among  them  rep- 
re.sc-nis  a  ho'lile  action,  there  will  Ik-  no 
other  course  o|ien  to  them  than  to  go  to 
war." 

Foreign  Office  Siroke.man  V.ikichiro 
Suma  chimed  in  with  the  ass-riion  that 
the  I’.  S.  is  "taking  -lep  after  step  in  the 
wrong  direction,  which  might  precipitate 
her  into  the  vortex  of  amied  conllict.'' 
Spokesman  Suma  paid  his  res|K'cls  to  a 
suggestion  by  Publisher  Roy  Wil-on  How¬ 
ard  that  the  L’.  S.  .send  a  commission  to 
Japan  to  impritvc  I'.  S.-JaiKine-e  relations. 
Such  a  ettmmission  could  he  effective  only 
if  Ihe  two  (»overnmenls  were  in  agreement 
on  fundamentals,  said  A’akichiro  Suma, 
"and  they  have  no  mutual  grounds  any 
more," 

Japanese  newspapers  went  all  the  way 
out  on  the  limb.  In  .Xirhi  Xiclii,  National¬ 
ist  Leader  Seigo  Nakano  projKtsed  that 


RtJw'  'I'rf 

Jai'an’s  Konoyk 

"Should  the  L'uiti’d  States  persist,  ,  .  ." 


Ja|>an  lake  over  Ihe  foreign  concessions  in 
Shanghai  and  Tientsin,  restore  Hong  Kong 
to  China  (i.e.,  to  Ja|Kin's  pup|H't  t'lovern- 
menl  at  Nanking)  and  "restore  The  Neth¬ 
erlands  Indies  as.an  .Asiaiir  connirx'."  In  a 
telegram  to  Publisher  Howard.  Director 
Hoshio  .Miisunaga  of  Ihe  Nipium  Pre.s 
.A-ociaiion  suggested  that  the  I  .  S.  <an 
prevent  a  cri«is  if  it  "alMndon.  it.  forii- 


fn.iiion-  at  Pe.irl  H.irlwir  loiani  .iml  tlu 
.Midway  l.l.nid-.  give-  up  it-  .up|M.ii  i.i 
Chi.ing  k.ii-'bi  k  .ind  re-t.ires  ir.ide  !•> 
norm.di  y." 

By  »ui  h  Word.  a.  tlio-e  .pok<  n  l.i  ’ 
Week.  .1'  well  ,|.  I>\'  fniul.iini'nl.d  di..igr>i 
meni..  w.ir-  .ire  ni.ole.  (inoi.illv  il.i  I  .  '. 
kept  .|lenl.  but  there  were  tho-e  who 

I.  liked  b.itk.  .Arrived  in  the  I  ,  S.  from 
Sh.ingh.ii,  Publi.her  ('orneliiis  A'.iinh  i 
Sl.irr  of  the  Shangh.ii  F.;  .«/«g  l‘,»t  I'r 
Merniry  did  hi.  bn  to  f.in  the  smoldering 
crisis  by  telling  M.inh.iiian  re|Hirlers  ih.ii 

J. ipan  was  a  I'lflh-r.ite  |Hivver  vvIiom'  priii- 
lip.il  we.i|Min  was  bliill.  '  Keg.irdless  of  her 
lHinib.i.t.  Jap.in  will  under  no  cir<um- 
'l.iiues  ri-k  ailu.il  war  with  .Americ.t  " 
s.iid  le.in  I'nbli-hi  r  Si.irr.  whom  the  J.ip. 
alieM'  h.ive  .e|>.ir,ited  not  oiilv  ftoio  hi. 
nevv.p.nK'r  but  from  the  l.irge.i  in.iiranie 
bu.niess  in  the  F.ir  K.i.t. 

.At  week's  end  light-  burned  late  in  Ihe 
old  grey  .state  Depirtment  building  in 
AA'.ishingion.  If  Cordell  Hull  &  Co.  were 
not  talking,  at  lea-t  they  were  iNindering 
— |M-rhaps  preiuring  to  a»t.  I'nie's  the 
C.  S.  was  willing  to  go  all-out  again-t  J.i- 
pin.  it  would  lie  u-ele—  to  ship  an  emb.irgo 
on  oil.  U'cause  that  would  lie  an  invitation 
to  Japin  to  lake  Ihe  K.ist  Indies.  But  an 
agreement  with  Britain  for  a  string  of 
Far  Eastern  naval  bases  from  New  X.ea- 
land  to  Singa|Mire  wa.  worih  |Hindering.  .i- 
were  Ihe  chances  of  J.ip.m'.  ri-king  w.n 
to  kiH’p  the  1‘.  S.  out  of  >inga|Mire. 

AA'hile  AA'a-hinglon  pindered.  Ihe  Jap.i- 
nese  continued  to  consolidate  their  gain- 
in  French  Indo-China.  moving  southward 
lovv.ird  Singa|Mirel.oi-/>.jt.ii. They  worked 
to  reach  an  agreement  with  Ru-sia  Ih.ii 
would  enable  them  to  close  the  China  In¬ 
cident.  The  little  yellow  men  wen-  out  to 
see  whether  Ihe  I".  would  scare.  .A  lirm 
1.  S.-Briii'h  .land  on  aid  to  Chin.i  vi.i 
the  Burm.i  Ro.nl  plu-  n.iv.il  looiH-r.ilion 
in  the  Far  E.i't.  might  -i.ire  them  in-leail. 
If  neither  side  vvouhl  -vare.  there  wa-  a 
In'ller  ih.in  even  chance  uf  war. 

200th  Day  ‘ 

Dll  Ihe  iSih  of  Marih  if)40.  when  the 
-now  h.id  si.iriely  gone  from  the  (M'S  U-- 
iweeii  the  AAolfendorn  and  SaltellH-rg 
Adolf  Hiller  and  Benito  Mussolini  sit 
down  in  a  r.iilro.id  car  at  Brennero  station 
to  pl.in  their  spring  campaign  against 
Dreai  Britain  and  France.  Tvvenly-lvvo 
d.iys  later  war  began  in  AA'esierii  Europ- 
with  a  llanking  movenu-nt  into  Denmark 
.iticl  Norway.  Eighty-live  day.  Liter  li.ilv 
entered  Ihe  war  with  a  tl.inking  moveineni 
ag.iin.l  collapsing  France.  Ninely-niiie 
days  later  France  fell. 

Last  wevk.  jii'l  .'00  dav-A  afti-r  iheii 
first  meeting  at  Brenner  P.i's.  .Adolf  Hit¬ 
ler  and  Benito  Mu—olini  met  there  ag.iin. 
The  snow  would  simhi  In-gin  to  creep  down 
the  sloiH-s  of  the  AA'olfendorn  and  SatteL 
U-rg.  but  that  day  a  bright  .un  shone  on 
the  llovver-and-ll.ig-strewn  station  made 
dll. I  s|M'cks  dance  alnive  the  red  c.irp-i. 

Fimf.  tVtolnr  II.  I‘f-|0 
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